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VOL XXVII, No. 23, December 8, 1929 
THE CATHOLIC MIND 


Catholic Action in Georgia 
RICHARD REID 


This remarkable account of a successful lay apostolate formed the 
report of the publicity committee of the Catholic Laymen’s 
Association of Georgia, submitted at the annual con- 
vention of the Association, at Savannah, 1929 


HIS is the fourteenth annual convention of the Cath- 
olic Laymen’s Association of Georgia. For thirteen 

years, therefore, the Laymen’s Association has been labor- 
ing “to bring about a friendlier feeling among Georgians 
irrespective of creed.” Thirteen years ago the spirit of anti- 
Catholicism was rampant in Georgia; it was a passport to 
public office. Thirteen years ago vicious misrepresentation 
of Catholics and all they hold dear was more prevalent in 
the press of the State than the truth about us. Suspicion 
and hatred of Catholics had reached a stage where it was 
debatable whether Catholics could hope to continue to live 
in Georgia and maintain their self-respect. But that is 
fortunately a closed chapter in the history of Georgia, and 
the improved conditions, for which distinguished non-Cath- 
olic Georgians assign the bulk of the credit to the Catholic 
Laymen’s Association’s peace-seeking activities, can be il- 
lustrated in no better way than by citing the collapse of the 
anti-Catholic movement in the State last fall and the fact 
that on the second Tuesday of last November the people 
of this Empire State of the South marched to the ballot box 
and cast the electoral vote of Georgia for the highest office 
within the gift of the people for a candidate who was and is 
an uncompromising member of the Catholic Church. 

Such is the progress made in the short period of thir- 
teen years. It is most gratifying and most heartening. But 
we would remind our members that the anti-Catholic preju- 
dice which once afflicted Georgia and the ignorance of Cath- 
olics and things Catholic which still obtains in our State 
and which is the only substantial basis for anti-Catholic 
prejudice, is the result of 400 years of lack of contact with 
and ignorance of Catholics and it is unreasonable to suppose 
that a disease so long developing can be cured in what is by 
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comparison a mere moment. In our thirteen years of ex- 
istence we have made a splendid start, but it is the opinion 
of your publicity committee that it is only a start that we 
have made, and that in this field more than nearly any other 
“eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” 

When we met in Savannah before, the diocese was ob- 
serving its diamond jubilee. We meet in this venerable See 
city of our Rt. Rev. Bishop on another solemn occasion, 
the sesquicentennial of the death of that great hero of the 
Revolution which accomplished our freedom, that illustri- 
ous Catholic martyr to the cause of American liberty, Briga- 
dier-General Casimir Pulaski, in honoring whom Savannah 
and Georgia honored itself. One hundred and fifty years 
ago, before our country had taken its place among the na- 
tions of the world, hundreds of our brethren in religion shed 
their life-blood not many hundreds of yards from here that 
our nation might be free. It was given the Laymen’s Asso- 
ciation great pleasure to emphasize this Catholic contribu- 
tion to the heroic pages of American history during the past 
year, especially through the scholarly articles of Father Mit- 
chell, and we feel that increased good will toward Catholics 


on the part of those not of the household of the Faith is the 
result. 


THE WorK OF THE PUBLICITY BUREAU 


There has not been a day or an hour of the working day 
that your Laymen’s Association has not been actively at 
work during the twelve months since we gathered in the 
great convention in Augusta. In that time your publicity 
bureau has sent out 193,000 pieces of literature, the equiva- 
lent of over 160 pieces for every member of the Laymen’s 
Association. In other words, if every member of the Lay- 
men’s Association were to send out 160 pieces of literature 
during the past year, the result would equal but one de- 
partment of the Laymen’s Association’s activity. 

No new pamphlets have been issued during the year, but 
the publicity bureau has continued distribution of those al- 
ready in stock. It would like to issue new pamphlets, and 
to reprint old ones, but because of its financial resources it 
has had to content itself with using pamphlets of other or- 
ganizations where the need arose or with publishing in the 
Bulletin the matter it wished to distribute, when the pamph- 
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lets it has did not cover the subject. This is most effective 
in a great many cases and reduces the necessity of issuing 
great numbers of more expensive pamphlets, but pamphlets 
still have their use. 


ANSWERING INQUIRIES 


In making this report we do not wish to attach undue 
importance to the amount of literature mailed out. To mail 
out literature it is only necessary to have the funds; anyone 
with sufficient funds can flood the mails with it. Distribu- 
tion of books and pamphlets does not necessarily bring re- 
sults. An American Bible Society has distributed enough 
Bibles perhaps to place one or more in every home in 
America, but belief of the Bible outside Catholic circles 
grows weaker every day. The Laymen’s Association in- 
dulges in no indiscriminate distribution of literature; it has 
a specific as well as a general reason for every piece sent 
out. 

Inquiries came not only from Georgia, but from every 
part of the United States. Those in Georgia were prompted 
in large part by our advertising in the press of Georgia, of- 
fering to answer questions about the beliefs and practices 
of Catholics. Some came in through copies of the Bulletin 
falling into the hands of non-Catholics. Eleven years ago 
the Laymen’s Association was located in a little office in a 
side street in Augusta. The Laymen’s Association mailed 
out from that office thousands of slips to non-Catholics, of- 
fering information about things Catholic; from time to time 
we receive these slips, sent out eleven years ago, with the re- 
quest that the information offered be forwarded. There is 
no way of calculating when or where one such piece of 
literature will bear fruit. 


Please send me some literature regarding Catholics and their belief 
[wrote one of our non-Catholic inquirers in September]. I want 
to thoroughly understand Catholic belief. I enjoyed reading the four 
little books you sent me last week. Since reading those little books 
I feel like Catholic belief has been misrepresented to me and I want 
to understand your religion thoroughly. 


A North Carolina inquirer wrote to us in May to thank 
us for information sent him, and asking for advice on how 
to join the Church. He was referred to the nearest priest, 
who was notified of the inquiry. 
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Following up correspondence we had with the pastor of 
the leading Baptist church in one of our larger Georgia 
cities, the minister wrote: 


I thank you for your good letter and I am glad that you felt 
that I in some wise helped the spirit of toleration, which is vastly 
strained in this campaign. I hope that our people will come to the 
conclusion that, after all, friendliness is one of the exhibits of Christi- 
anity which never loses its power or effectiveness. 


A judge in Tennessee wrote for information about Cath- 
olic belief. We sent him our pamphlets with a personal 
letter; all inquiries are answered with personal letters. It 
was late in October. Under date of November 5 he wrote: 


By the time this reaches you the election will be over, but re- 
gardless of the result thousands of people have a better and kindlier 
feeling for your Church than they did before. It is natural for peo- 
ple to fear that which they do not understand. With those who 
are honest it takes patience. I am one Protestant who believes the 
country is large enough for all of us. I have printed the tract you 
sent me in the supplement to all papers published in my county this 
week. 

He sent us the supplement, which contained an extended 
statement of Catholic belief and other information about 
Catholics which, with him as sponsor, could not help but in- 
fluence many non-Catholics in that territory to a more 
friendly attitude toward the Catholic Church. 


I sincerely thank you for the information given me regarding the 
press account of the Russian monks [wrote another non-Catholic]. 
I am further grateful to you for the enclosures and the copy of 
“The Faith of Our Fathers.” It may be I will avail myself of your 
kindness in offering to furnish additional information, and in the 
meantime feel assured of my interest in the matter pertaining to your 
Church. 


A Catholic in a distant State, California, long out of 
touch with the Church, happened to run across some liter- 
ature about the Laymen’s Association and wrote begging for 
literature, a prayer book and other material helpful in re- 
turning to the practice of our religion. These were secured 
and sent the inquirer, located in a small California village 
far from the beaten track and Catholic influence, and the 
consequent letter, pouring out heartfelt thanks, would fill 
every member of the Association with pride in being con- 
nected with an organization which made even this simple 
little deed possible. 
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These are but a few examples of many inquiries which 
come to the office of the Laymen’s Association. Reference 
to others will be made later in this report under another 
head. We should like to extend this department through 
increased advertising in the Georgia press and increased fa- 
cilities to handle consequent correspondence. 


Tue BULLETIN’s FUNCTION FOR CATHOLICS 


The Bulletin is the backbone of the Association. One 
of the greatest means of the preservation and spread of the 
Faith is the Catholic press. The Bulletin is the Catholic 
newspaper for the Southeast. It brings our Catholic people 
in this section news of the Catholic world they would never 
get otherwise. It gave them the facts about the basis of 
agreement in Mexico and the events leading up to it. It 
kept them informed about the Roman Question and its set- 
tlement. What would Catholics in this section know of the 
activities of their brethren in other cities in Georgia and the 
Southeast, the United States and the world, if it were not 
for the Bulletin? The secular newspapers do not carry such 
news except locally or in conspicuous cases. And where is 
such news needed more than in communities such as we 
have in the Southeast, overwhelmingly non-Catholic, and 
where Catholics have such need to be constantly reminded 
that they are members not of a weak, struggling Church 
such as it appears to be in their communities, but of a 
Church 1,900 years old, 300,000,000 strong, at home in 
every land, of whom Macaulay said: “There is not, and 
there never was, a work of human policy so well deserving 
of examination as the Roman Catholic Church.” Catholics 
are aware, as Macaulay was not, of the Divinity of the 
Church; but it encourages us, poor weak mortals that we 
are, to have its material attributes constantly impressed on 
us also. 


For Non-CATHOLICS 


But after the Bulletin has finished its duty as a purely 
Catholic newspaper, it has just started its work. It is the 
spokesman of the Catholic Laymen’s Association of Georgia. 
Through it more than through any other medium the Lay- 
men’s Association impresses the facts about the Catholic 
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Church on the consciousness of Georgia. It goes to every 
editor of Georgia and to hundreds of other non-Catholic 
leaders of thought every issue. It goes to thousands of 
other Georgians periodically. It brought the facts about 
the settlement in Mexico to the editors of the State. When 
the Roman Question was settled and the anti-Catholic prop- 
agandists attempted to make it a means for stirring up sus- 
picion and hatred of Catholics, every editor in the State 
and numerous other leaders had the real facts presented to 
them through marked copies of the Bulletin. Thus the 
editors of good will in Georgia—and those who are not, are 
the exception and not the rule—were forewarned, and the 
anti-Catholic efforts to make the return of the Temporal 
Power of the Holy Father appear to be what it was not 
were beaten before they were started. For instance, the 
anti-Catholics endeavored to tell the editors of Georgia and 
others that the Concordat with Italy made the Canon Law 
the law of the land, applicable to both Catholic and non- 
Catholic to such an extent even that to miss Mass on Sun- 
day would be a crime; the editors, armed with facts which 
the Bulletin furnished them from authoritative sources, 
recognized this and more politic yet no less fallacious asser- 
tions for the hateful misrepresentations they were. 


FEATURES THAT AROUSE INTEREST 


The average non-Catholic is no more interested in the 
Catholic belief on Purgatory or Confirmation or Confession 
than they are in the history of the Talmud. They are sel- 
dom interested in Catholic belief as such until misrepre- 
sentation in times of political excitement makes the presen- 
tation of the truth useless. 

They may be interested, however, in the Church’s rela- 
tion to something in which they are interested. They are 
interested in Marshal Foch, and when the great French pa- 
triot died hundreds upon hundreds of Georgian non-Cath- 
olics who served under him in France received marked 
copies of the Bulletin which incidently reminded them that 
this great leader was a Catholic. Rotarians who are not 
Catholics are interested in the Church’s attitude toward 
their organization, and when that was a subject of discus- 
sion the Bulletin presented the truth about that misrepre- 
sented attitude to them. 
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Non-Catholic educators are not interested particularly 
in what the Catholic Church teaches, but they may be in- 
terested in a Yale professor or a Harvard professor, and 
when Dr. Phelps of Yale told a Catholic audience at Au- 
gusta that intolerance was the greatest ally of atheism, and 
Dr. Lord of Harvard became a Catholic and then a Cath- 
olic priest, marked copies of the Bulletin, directing their 
attention to these facts, tended to stir their thoughts along 
these lines. 

The condemnation of bigotry by Dr. Phelps carried a 
great deal of weight with most of them. Those who are 
not convinced of the intellectual appeal of Catholicism could 
not help but be impressed by the conversion and ordination 
of the noted Harvard historian, Dr. Lord, one of President 
Wilson’s advisers at the Paris peace conference. 

A denial by Catholics or the Catholic Laymen’s Asso- 
ciation of Georgia that opposition to a Federal Education De- 
partment is strictly Catholic would not be regarded as hav- 
ing great force in many quarters, but when the Laymen’s As- 
sociation publishes statements of Bishop Candler and Ray 
Lyman Wilbur, Secretary of the Interior, voicing opposition 
to it, and mails marked copies to educators and others, they 
could not logically continue to hold that belief of it they 
entertained before. There is not an issue of the Bulletin 
which is not used in this way. Who can measure the ef- 
fectiveness of this widespread, consistent, continuous, tem- 
perate publicity? 

Just before Christmas last year the Bulletin carried an 
editorial on “The Spirit of Christmas.” One of Atlanta’s 
leading citizens, to whom the Bulletin is sent regularly, was 
so impressed with the editorial that he wrote to officials of 
the Laymen’s Association requesting permission to have it 
published in the daily press of the city. He also had it read 
at the December meeting of the Atlanta meeting of the 
Committee on Church Cooperation, a Protestant body, the 
secretary of which wrote to the Bulletin: 

At the regular meeting of our Committee today, your editorial, 
“The Significance of Christmas,’ was read and, by motion unan- 
imously adopted, I was requested to write to you our appreciation 
of the spirit and purport of this most timely utterance. 

What more effective work could be done to impress upon 
our non-Catholic fellow-citizens the reasonableness and the 
truth of the Catholic position? 
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A change in publication arrangements and an increase in 
price made it necessary for us to decrease the size of the 
Bulletin from twelve to eight pages last May. The Bulletin 
ought to be twelve pages regularly; it ought to be a weekly. 
This hope will be one day realized if our local organizations 
will interest themselves in securing advertising and in send- 
ing in news items. A thousand dollars secured from your 
city in advertising by your local association is just as valu- 
able to the Laymen’s Association as a similar amount con- 
tributed by our members. We solicit advertising purely on 
a business basis. We urge our members also to assist the 
Bulletin by interesting their friends in it, particularly those 
who once lived in Georgia and now reside elsewhere; they 
will thank them for it. If each member of the Laymen’s 
Association would subscribe for such a friend for one year 
and urge the friend to renew, our hope of a weekly Bulletin 
would brighten perceptibly. 


THE GEORGIA PRESS 


The publicity bureau continues its practice of checking 
the newspapers of Georgia, daily and weely, for references 
to the Catholic Church and Catholics in order to acknowl- 
edge kindly comment and to correct misrepresentation. The 
advent of peace in Mexico, the discussion of the attitude 
of the Catholic Church toward the Rotary movement, the 
settlement of the Roman Question, the religious debates in 
our secular magazines and numerous other topics were used 
as a basis for anti-Catholic efforts in Georgia and elsewhere, 
but the newspapers of the State as a whole are encour- 
agingly free from objectionable matter along these lines. 

There were exceptions, of course. There are about five 
editors out of the two hundred or so in Georgia who, either 
innocently or otherwise, misrepresent the relations of Cath- 
olics and the Pope, attributing to us a belief that he has 
temporal power in America as well as in the Vatican City. 
The publicity bureau has written these editors, quoting the 
statements of our American Bishops to the contrary, and in 
a case where the offending editor did not publish our letter, 
the data was sent direct to his readers. 

One editor in north Georgia did not acknowledge our 
letter. Some time afterwards we met him and, on the basis 
of that meeting, we subsequently wrote to him, mentioning 
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the letter we had sent him and the fact that we had received 
no answer and that he had not published it. He said he did 
not recall ever having received it. A copy was sent him, and 
we are now engaged in an extended correspondence with 
him which will, we hope, disabuse his mind of some of the 
views he has on the temporal power of the Pope. About 
twenty-five letters were written this year to the editors of 
the State, as compared with sixty last year and sometimes 
one hundred a week thirteen years ago. Letters from the 
Bulletin in newspapers like the Macon Telegraph and At- 
lanta Constitution reached tens of thousands of subscribers 
and hundreds of thousands of readers. 

A columnist in the Macon Telegraph recently received 
an anonymous letter from an anti-Catholic who, among 
other things, wailed that the Catholics control the press. 


I am going to tell him how the Catholics got such a “hold on the 
press” as he thinks they have [this newspaperman wrote in this 
department]. They got it by intelligent handling of controversial 
matters in the neutral press—that is, in the papers that are neither 
violently anti-Catholic or anti-Protestant. They got it by abandon- 
ing the practice of calling their critics foul names and making 
threats. They got it by answering rabid opponents calmly and with 
good humor. They got it by stopping as far as possible anonymous 
and unauthorized Vox Popping from the Catholic side. There is, in 
this State, a man whose duty it is to answer criticisms of the Cath- 
olic Church which appear in the Georgia newspapers, especially 
criticisms which grow out of a misunderstanding of Catholic creed 
and practice. The replies to such criticisms are always intelligent 
and always temperate. He always signs his name... . If the “Cath- 
olics” have a hold on the press, that is how they got it. 


Editors frequently write to the publicity bureau for in- 
formation. A north Georgia editor whose pet aversions 
seem to include Mussolini wrote to find out if he was a 
Catholic. An editor a couple of hundred of miles from Au- 
gusta and with no Catholic contacts lost his father by death 
not long ago, and in acknowledging a letter of sympathy 
from the publicity director, he wrote: “For years I have 
been sending Father the Bulletin every two weeks just as 
regularly as it reached my desk. As you know, he was a 
Baptist, but he appreciated the Bulletin very much.” 

Numerous Georgia newspapers have quoted the Bulletin 
with approval during the year, many of them repeatedly. 
An Atlanta daily republished an article on “Canon Law 
and the Roman Settlement,” by the Rev. Dr. John A. 
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Ryan, of the Catholic University. Several Georgia news- 
papers reprint Bulletin matter regularly, especially matter 
explaining current questions. In acknowledging a letter of 
correction sent to the Atlanta Constitution, Mr. Clark 
Howell, its editor, wrote: 


I thank you for your calling attention to the paragraph in the 
recent article by the Rev. W. P. King. I thoroughly agree with 
your expression as regards religious intolerance. As you say, the 
two lines referred to by no means expressed our attitude nor would 


they have been published had I seen the article in advance of 
publication. 


Since that time we have noted nothing objectionable in 
this minister’s articles, although perhaps plenty with which 
we did not agree. 

At the recent convention of the Georgia Press Association 
at Toccoa, the editor of your publication was on the pro- 
gram, and he discussed the power of good will in the ad- 
vancement of Georgia and the power of the Georgia press in 
developing that good will.. We have had some very kind 


estimates of the thoughts expressed there from editors who 
heard the address. 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 


The Laymen’s Association during the past year has been 
active in many directions in addition to those mentioned. 
It has prompted the retreats for the laymen and women of 
Georgia. It lent its aid in arranging the fine meeting of the 
Atlanta Association last Spring, addressed by our good and 
eloquent friend, General Malone, whose address at Augusta 
we shall likewise never forget. It has, through its remail- 
ing department, sent out thousands of magazines and books 
sent to its office by friends in the North at the suggestion 
of leading Catholic magazines. It has assisted through the 
Bulletin in promoting numerous approved Catholic move- 
ments in this diocese and section. It has cooperated with 
national movements such as the Catholic Press Association’s 
efforts and the Apologetics Bureau of the National Coun- 
cil of Catholic Men. It has assisted in many other local, 
State, and national movements. 
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OuTSIDE GEORGIA 


Many honors have been bestowed on your Laymen’s As- 
sociation during the past year in addition to the blessing 
of our Holy Father and the continued approval of our Rt. 
Rev. Bishop. His Grace, Archbishop McNicholas, invited 
your publicity director to attend a conference at the Cath- 
olic University, to discuss the problem of religious prejudice, 
an invitation he was unable to accept. A similar invitation 
to a conference at Columbia University had to be declined 
with regret. A representative of your organization ad- 
dressed the national convention of the National Council of 
Catholic Men in Cincinnati; Columbus Council, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., the Pennsylvania State Council Convention banquet 
at Lancaster, Pa., and other organizations. The Rt. Rev. 
Bishop of Harrisburg, Pa., honored the Association with a 
request that its work be the subject of an address by your 
representative at conferences of his priests at Harrisburg 
and Shamokin, Pa., one of the few occasions in which a lay- 
man has addressed such conferences anywhere. A repre- 
sentative of the Laymen’s Association was elected a member 
of the executive board of the National Council of Catholic 
Men as a recognition of your work. Many invitations to 
address organizations in other parts of the country on the 
activities of the Georgia laymen had to be declined, includ- 
ing two to participate in discussions of national organiza- 
tions this month at Des Moines, Ia., and Fort Wayne, Ind. 
The Rt. Rev. Abbot of St. Martin’s in the State of Wash- 
ington used your activities as the subject of a recent address 
before the Holy Name Society of the diocese of Seattle. 
The Providence Visitor, the Buffalo Union and Times, and 
other Catholic publications have commended them edi- 
torially and cited them as an example. They were men- 
tioned and commended in many sermons throughout the 
country. Michael Williams cited them in an article in the 
Missionary Magazine. Articles on the work have appeared 
recently in America, Jesuit Missions and Columbus. Your 
Laymen’s Association is without doubt the best-known dio- 
cesan organization in the United States, and, it might not 
be too much to say, in the world. 
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Wuat Dw It Cost? 


The cost of running the Laymen’s Association’s pub- 
licity bureau for the past twelve months was $14,400.10. 
The income from advertising in the Bulletin was 3,133.70; 
for subscriptions, $2,047.95; for pamphlets, $50.25; a to- 
tal income of $5,231.90. The net cost of this work for the 
people of Georgia was $9,168.20. The collections of the 
Laymen’s Association amounted to $7,975.07 for the year. 
If it were not for the income from the Bulletin the operation 
of the Laymen’s Association in anywhere near its present 
scope would be impossible. But if it were not for the Lay- 
men’s Association there would be no Bulletin. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


We again wish to start our acknowledgment of indebted- 
ness by thanking our Rt. Rev. Bishop for his kindly and 
unfailing assistance and interest. For his approval and 
confidence we are deeply grateful and we pray that the 
Laymen’s Association may ever be worthy of it. The Cath- 
olic Laymen’s Association of Georgia does not speak for the 
Church in Georgia; it speaks with the Church, and we trust 
we shall ever speak with it in tones harmonizing with the 
gentle and genial character of our beloved leader. 

No organization anywhere in the United States owes 
more to its diocesan clergy than ours. We are conscious 
of our inability to carry on if this cooperation were lacking, 
and we shall try to labor in such a way as to always de- 
serve it. 

The Laymen’s Association is its members and officers, 
and the loyal support the members have given their officers 
and the devoted service the officers have given the pub- 
licity bureau are the marvel of Catholic leaders throughout 
America. We can only express our sincerest appreciation 
and can give them no reward greater than that which must 
be theirs in their consciousness of their participation in this 
great work for the Church and for Georgia. To our presi- 
dent, whose boundless energy and unconquerable enthusi- 
asm is effectively contagious, we are so greatly indebted 
that words are inadequate to describe our gratitude, and 
our debt of appreciation to the able chairman of our finance 
committee, Mr. Haverty, his distinguished associate, Mr. 
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Spalding, the local presidents and officers, and numerous 
others too numerous to mention is likewise overwhelming. 
But we must mention in particular the president and offi- 
cers of the Savannah branch and their magnificent work in 
arranging this convention. 

We regret to report the death of one member of our 
committee, Miss Amelia Horne, whose interest in and assist- 
ance to the work of the Laymen’s Association entitled her to 
a position in it second to none. Miss Amelia never missed a 
convention; she never missed an opportunity to serve. She 
gave at least as much of her time and as much of her means 
to the Laymen’s Association’s cause as any other member. 
We feel that her great labors for the Church in this and 
other movements pleaded trumpet-tongued for her before 
the Great White Throne and that her prayers and her 
thoughts are with us today. May she rest in eternal peace. 


THE FUTURE 


As this report was being written the city of Augusta was 
threatened with a flood of gigantic proportions. From the 
office of the Laymen’s Association, the Savannah River was 
no longer a placid ribbon of water singing its gentle way 
to the sea, but an angry raging mass which snapped steel 
bridges, crumbled concrete roads, crushed homes, and dashed 
its maddened force against the banks of the levee with 
such might that only the frantic labors of thousands of 
citizens prevented its being swept away. Below the city 
the strain became so great that the mad waters hurled their 
way through and inundated the lowlands and outskirts of 
the town. 

The levee had saved the city from what was potentially 
the most destructive flood that ever came down the Savan- 
nah River valley since the north Georgia mountains first 
reared their summits into the heavens. It sprung leaks and 
in one place it gave way, but still it saved the city. Are the 
citizens of the city satisfied? They are not. They are 
judging the future by the past and assuming there will be 
other floods. They are replacing the broken section of the 
levee. They have repaired the weak places. They plan to 
strengthen it throughout its entire length. 

For thirteen years the Catholics of Georgia have been 
erecting a levee against the tide of anti-Catholic prejudice 
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and bigotry which, unlike the flood waters, has been gather- 
ing force for 400 years. Last fall this tide of bigotry and 
prejudice battered banks unmercifully. In many another 
State the tide broke from its usual narrow channel and 
buried the land. Many a frantic plea was sent to the Lay- 
men’s Association for instructions on how to erect a levee 
like that in Georgia, but the Laymen’s Association was 
forced to reply that it is impossible to build a levee during 
a flood. The Laymen’s Association’s levee against the flood 
of intolerance sprung leaks, which the Association hastened 
to repair. Here and there the angry waves splashed over 
the banks. But the levee held, and the anti-Catholic tide 
failed of its purpose. 

There were those who assumed that this would be the 
last flood of its kind. Only a few months later another one 
was set in motion by the settlement of the Roman Question. 
It was a minor threat, and the levee still held. There will 
be other floods of intolerance. Are the Catholics of Georgia 
going to neglect their levee, let it be washed away, only 
to find some day that they must, in self-protection, build 
it up from the ground again? 

The maintenance of the Laymen’s Association is not 
such a great problem as the mention of the $15,000 a year 
required would seem to indicate. The net cost to the Cath- 
olics of Georgia was $9,168.20 during the past twelve 
months. There are 20,000 Catholics in Georgia. 

If one out of every fifty would give two dollars a month, 
the Laymen’s Association would have enough money to 
operate. If one out of every twenty would give one dollar 
a month, or one out of every ten would give fifty cents a 
month, the Laymen’s Association could extend its work. 

It could use more advertising space in the State news- 
papers and thereby get more inquiries. 

It could distribute more literature to interest non- 
Catholics. 

It could put more Catholics in isolated places in touch 
with the Church. 

It could in many other ways increase its efforts to make 
friends in times of peace who will stand by us in times of 
trouble as thousands of non-Catholic friends we made dur- 
ing the previous twelve years stood by us last year. 

Is it too much to hope for this? 

The history of the Laymen’s Association, the warm 
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friendship of our Rt. Rev. Bishop, the cooperation of our 
priests and the magnificent response of the laity of our 
State assure us it is not. In thirteen years you have made 
amazing progress in curing an illness which was 400 years 
in developing. 

There is no standing still. If we cease, the disease will 
spread; if we continue to labor, it will diminish in the future 
as in the past. And I believe I may say that it is your 
will that the work will continue, not alone because it is our 
spiritual and material interest, but because God wills it. 


The Singing Church 


Rev. GERALD ELLArp, S.J. 


An unusual account of successful congregational singing of the Mass 
in a Rotterdam parish church, reprinted from the 
Dublin “Irish Catholic,’ August 17, 1929 


**TF you are ever in Rotterdam on a Sunday morning, do 

not fail to attend the High Mass in the Church of St. 
Anthony Abbot. This parochial High Mass can be held 
up as a model for all Holland,” wrote a priest to the present 
writer early in 1928. Falling in with a Rotterdam business 
man in Belgium some months later, our conversation chanced 
upon this particular church. “It is not my parish,” he said. 
“Tn fact, I live quite on the other side of the city, but I go 
there to High Mass every Sunday without fail. It is a reve- 
lation. The Mass is sung, and magnificently, too, by the 
entire congregation. At the end, just as the priest retires to 
the sacristy, we sing the Psalm, ‘Laudate Dominum, omnes 
gentes,’ and for me, at least, that short psalm is a joyous 
thanksgiving. One feels that one has done something big 
and noble, something worthy of Ged. One has shared in 
the parish Sacrifice, and one feels amply rewarded.” 

It was a young, alert, Rotterdam-and-London business 
man who was so speaking. Need I say I felt eager to attend 
this parochial High Mass? The pastor, Father F. C. Van 
Beukering, learning of my desire, invited me to come by all 
means. 

Rotterdam’s growth, which has been very rapid in late 
decades, lies mostly in one direction, along the banks of the 
River Maas. The Church of St. Anthony Abbot is in a 
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quarter of the city not long emerged from suburban quiet: 
that was the former Delfshaven. It is what we should style 
a tenement district. Measured by the social standards of 
the day, the congregation would not be far removed from the 
condition of St. Paul’s neophytes, among whom there were 
not many wise, not many great ones. The emphasis laid on 
this point will presently explain itself. 

The church itself is a temporary structure, next to which 
work has begun on a new and more pretentious edifice. 
Entering the present church on a Sunday afternoon, I saw 
laid out for sale on small tables cheap copies of a layman’s 
“Ordo,” a small booklet giving the calendar, so to speak, 
of the Missal, and of the Kyriale, a book giving the Gre- 
gorian notation of the choral portions of the Mass. During 
my short visit, a boy of about fourteen came along and 
exchanged a coin for a Kyriale. Another indication that 
this was “the singing church” of which one had heard was 
the prominence given in the sanctuary decoration to the 
words of St. Augustine: Qui cantat bis orat (‘““He who sings 
prays doubly”). The saintly Pius X began his liturgical re- 
forms with Church music precisely that the congregation 
might be enabled once more to share in the choral portions 
of the liturgy, and thus drink from the primary fonts, as 
he phrased it, of the true Christian spirit. The parish of 
St. Anthony Abbot is an example of what he meant. 

On this particular Sunday it chanced that an annual 
Eucharistic Day, which the parishes keep in rotation, was 
being celebrated here. Consequently there were many addi- 
tional communicants at the low Masses. Three times one 
saw practically the entire congregation—the church has 
one thousand seats—approach the Holy Table. What pro- 
portion of the attendance goes thither every Sunday the 
writer cannot say. The pastors assure one that the percent- 
age is very high. ‘Awaken once more the sacrificial char- 
acter of the Mass, of which Communion is a sacrificial ele- 
ment, and the people throng to the altar,” was the simple 
explanation given. But one is a long time in coming to the 
High Mass. 

Shortly before the time for this, the writer took a place 
in the gallery, a position surely not the best for hearing the 
singing, but which allowed the freest observation. In Hol- 
land the men for the most part sit on the Epistle side, the 
women on the Gospel side of the church. Now the men’s 
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side was crowded, but the women’s showed, here and there, 
half-filled pews. Household duties would account for a 
difference, but still the circumstance is noteworthy. One 
of the parish clergy announced from the sanctuary the par- 
ticular Mass that was to be sung. Four complete texts are 
known and sung by the entire congregation. 

The clergy entered in procession, preceded by the select 
schola cantorum, which was made up of eight boys and 
eight men. These, according to the ancient custom of the 
land now being reintroduced, took up places at the top of 
the main aisle. Another circumstance worth recording is 
that the altar-serving on Sundays is done by men, not boys. 

The Introit over, schola and congregation alternately 
sang the Kyrie. Of the execution of the chant it is difficult 
to speak without giving an impression of exaggeration. 
Congregational singing is often so wretched as singing that 
it becomes a caricature and a byword. Yet here was a 
congregation of a thousand people, who, without the services 
of a director, were rendering the praises of God in measures 
artistically very fine. The writer claims no competence to 
pass upon interpretations, tonal shadings, and the like, but 
did come to Rotterdam fresh from hearing over a period of 
weeks a number of the best monastic choirs in Germany and 
Belgium. To hear Lauds, for instance, as they are chanted 
by the monks of Beuron, or Vespers sung by the Benedic- 
tine nuns of Maredret—these are experiences for which peo- 
ple feel rewarded to have come a long way. One does not 
look for Beuron or Maredret perfection in congregational 
chant. 

But the fine, soul-piercing spiritual qualities of the 
Church’s own music, it seemed to the writer, were given 
back with little less delicacy, little less ease, little less pre- 
cision, little less perfection by this churchful of working- 
men and their families than by the hooded monks or clois- 
tered virgins. “It is a matter of practice. Our pastor is a 
born pedagogue, and he has worked on it for years,” one of 
the parish curates said afterwards. 

“Gloria in excelsis Deo,” began the priest, and a thousand 
voices caught up the angelic strains of praise, “et in terra 
pax hominibus bone voluntatis.” 

The difficult Gradual was handled by the schola alone. 
But even then one heard half-suppressed singing among the 
people. 
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Listening to this throng so joyously singing the great 
articles of the Creed, the writer was thinking of the vast 
congregations elsewhere forced to sit mute while a florid 
rendition of the Credo is sung by a few choristers in an ele- 
vated loft in the rear. “Shall I live and die a Catholic,” 
pleaded a layman at a public liturgical congress two years 
ago, “without once having the opportunity of singing my 
Creed with the priest?” 

During the momentary stillness preceding the Preface 
the writer noted a little incident that illustrates the ideal 
way of learning to use a Missal. A father was pointing 
out to his son the three different places where the Secret 
prayers for the day were to be found. 

The great Rite went forward. The responses, the Sanc- 
tus, the Benedictus, the Agnus Dei—all went up to God 
through the voices of this “singing church.” When the 
moment of Communion arrived, one was surprised to see 
people approaching the rails. It was twenty minutes to 
twelve: one counted fifty-seven communicants. 

The birthday of Queen Wilhelmina had occurred in the 
previous week. Wherefore it was announced at the end of 
Mass that a solemn Te Deum would be sung. ‘‘Here,” said 
the writer to himself, “is a test of preparedness.” He felt 
quite sure that a notable falling-off would take place. The 
Te Deum and its responses seemed as well-known as the 
Gloria. 

On remarking that I thought I had seen one or two 
priests in the congregation, I was told that priests come 
every Sunday to see and hear—and be conquered. Numer- 
ous instances of conversion partly attributable to the com- 
munal singing in this church were also recited, but these 
should make a story by themselves. Space limitations also 
preclude any mention of the children’s Mass, the evening 
service and other functions of St. Anthony’s. 

“What may we not expect in our churches when we shall 
have a generation of people trained to Gregorian chant?” 
asked a Benedictine writer in America not long since. 

The answer is that we may expect such a paroch’al High 
Mass as obtains in the Church of St. Anthony Abbot in 
Rotterdam. 
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Mary Immaculate 


An editorial reprinted from “America,’ December 3, 1921. The 
Washington Naval Disarmament Conference was in progress 
at the time. Today other conferences are in preparation, 
whose aim is peace, as the Church celebrates the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the proclamation of 
the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of 
her whom we invoke as Queen of Peace. 


T is one of the glories of our age that we have witnessed, 

if not the ceremony of the definition of the Immaculate 
Conception, at least the jubilee of its proclamation. Many 
sighed to see the things that we have seen and to hear the 
things that we have heard, but neither saw nor heard them. 
Adam and Eve knew of the stupendous privilege that was 
to be given to Our Lady. God foretold it to them when He 
said in the garden after the curse have been pronounced 
upon the serpent: “I will put enmities between thee and 
the woman.” Isaias dreamed of it, when he spoke of the 
Virgin who was to bring the Saviour into the world. The 
Archangel Gabriel knew that it had already been accom- 
plished, when in the silence of the early morning light he 
stood before the Maid of Israel and spoke those wonderful 
words: “Hail, full of grace.” St. Ambrose, the great Bishop 
of Milan, had it in his mind when he declared that Mary 
was free from the slightest trace of sin. St. Ephrem re- 
ferred to it, when he wrote in the ancient Syriac tongue 
that the Mother of God was immaculate, undefiled, un- 
stained, absolutely pure and from all sign of sin removed. 

Through the centuries theologians explained it, priests 
preached it, the Faithful believed, and the Council of Trent 
forbade its denial. But for us it was reserved to have the 
great consolation of knowing that it is now a dogma of the 
Faith, and that no one may any longer so much as call it in 
question. Hundreds of millions of Catholics, of every na- 
tion, of every character, of every color, in the palace, in the 
hovel, in the churches, in the hospitals and in their homes, 
will proclaim it, on the eighth of December, with their hum- 
ble but loyal joy and gratitude, and there will ascend to 
God’s throne a great hymn of happiness because Mary, 
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God’s Mother and their Mother, was never touched even in 
the remotest way by the shadow of sin. 

Mary Immaculate is the heavenly patron of the United 
States. She is also the Queen of Peace, and it is not, doubt- 
less, without her benign interposition that the momentous 
Conference at Washington should be in session on the very 
day that commemorates her singular privilege and in the 
very land that petitioned so earnestly and so repeatedly that 
it should be removed from the realm of pious speculation 
and placed apart among the truths of Revelation. Cath- 
olics, therefore, would do well to beg the sinless Virgin, on 
her glorious feast, to inspire the august assemby of the na- 
tions with the true wisdom that will guide them in their 
search for the way to secure stable peace. 





